Ideas for Elevating Common Classroom Discourse 
Instead of the pencil sharpener is in front of the table…

The pencil sharpener is located parallel to your table.

The pencil sharpener is located laterally to your table. 

Instead of do you have any questions…

Do you have any inquiries? 

Instead of talk with your partner…

Converse with your colleague 

Instead of raise your hand…

Elevate your upper appendage 

Instead of you’re talking too loud…


The volume is too elevated.


I’m waiting for your noise to diminish.


Use your vocal chords sparingly.


Reduce your volume

Instead of line up in number order…


Arrange yourself numerically

Instead of share the supplies/textbooks…


Be generous with your materials

Instead of how can you solve the problem…


How can you remedy this predicament?

Instead of please follow along…


Be my minion while I vocalize the text at hand

Instead of move quietly…


Travel productively

Instead of line up your desks…


Position the top of your desk horizontally


Return the desks to parallel opposite facing dyads bisected by a pedestrian 
lane

Instead of do you want to move your clip…


Are you requesting a change in your behavior status?

Instead of this student has done a good job of…


This student has done an exemplary job of...

Instead of what did I say…


What was articulated?

Instead of please get your pencil out…


Please retrieve your pencil


Retrieve your writing utensil

Instead of get off your phone…


Refrain from utilizing your electronic devices

Instead of pay attention…


Disregard any diversions

Instead of what should you be doing…


What would be the responsible behavior?

Instead of can you explain that to me…


Enlighten me with the evidence 

